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The United States as a Small Power.

Admiral Fiske hag got ns pnear as
auy other Amerieun Intelligence to the
true Inwardness of the Presldent’s
proposal that we shall enter n league
of Powers to enforce peace and pro-
tect small nations,

Admiral Fiske says In substance
that if we were o go into such a
league in our present state of military
nud naval Inefliclency and unprepared-
ness we should be in' the position
of one of the small nations to be “pro-
tected,” and not be one of the great
protective factors of the proposed
worldwlde organizution.

This ldea does not appeal strongly
to American pride; to Amerienn self-
respect, even,

Nevertheless, that is the teuth of
the matter, and ten hundred thou-
sand words could not alter it,

3

Mr. Lodge at the White House.

Benator Looar of Massachusetts does
not feel the full weight of Preslden-
tinl disfavor. Mr. Winsox declines
o appear on the same platform with
him, but his nome has not disap-
peared from the White House Invita-
tlon list. He Is not personn non grata
or victim of that service of humanity
which he Is Incapable of comprehend-
ing and unworthy of assisting,

For Mr. Lobey, cunizrutulul_lnus. He
I8 a soclable creature, one who enjoys
the amenities of polite Intercourse,
ticcustomed to the graces of the ban-
quet table, the drawing room and the
ball room, As a guest he is sought
after. Physleally decorative, his dig-
aified and manly beauty lends distine-
tlon to any gatherlng; he survives
even the distortlon of those gloomy
qurments in which the male human
being drupes himself for evening fes-
tivities, Me can wear o frock cont as
It Is glven to few men to wear it—
without sequiring the outward sem-
blance of a peripatetie vender of pllls
To bar Wim from the White House
would be to sacrifice mueh : more than
he himsell wonld lose by the enforce-
ment of the decres,

Lot Mr, Lopae hearten himsell. He
can see Gum Shee B and Jist Flas
in action and in repose; Colonel
Hovse he may occusionnlly observe
on the publie highways and adorning
the receiving lue, Let this sustaln
him as he contemplates his moral tur-
pitude in not giving Joyful nssent to
the dietates of the new freedom,

Mr. Wilson's Interest In the Land

Forces. .

When Mr, Wirsox thought it was
“doe to my colleagues on the hill” (the
Capitol) to pleh Into a delegation of
the Muaryland League for Natlonal
Defence for saying forelbly In o
memorial read to him llm’ the mo-
billzation of the Nationnl Guard for
border service wus a fuilure, he forgot
that General Hueon L, Bcorr, Chief
of Stafl: General Winniase A, Maxxs,
Chief of the Militia Burean, and Gen-
eril Leoxarp Woon, the ranking officer
of the nrmy and the foremost author-
ity on preparedness, bad sald exactly
the same thing, If not In the snme
words, In reports and In testhimony
hefore the House Commilttee on Mdl-
tary AMulrs,

The President and his “colleagues
on the ™ must share the responsi-
billty for the legislatlon federallzing
the Organized Militla. [Its purpose
was to muke the Natlonal Guard, re-
crulted to o strength of 400,000 men, o
first line of defence foree. The plan
avps lobhied through Congress hy (hose
Interested n It, and the exhibitlon
provoked censure,  Its fulility not
even the beneflelarles can now deny,
Apparently Mr. Wisox s sensitive
when condemnntion (8 uttered by mere
elvillans,  Wo are sare (hat (he Mary-
landers hod ne intention of reflecting
wpon  Individuals In the Natlouu]
Gunrd ;. nor had General Score or
Genernl Woon, They have taken
palng to say soe 1015 the sysiem that
b b condempnd, .

Mr. Wnsox after his display of
peevishness promised the delegation
to ghve compulsory seryviee his “most
earnest consideration.” ot when hel
suld that “unguestionably  phivsienl
training Is nosded amd will gecomplish |
n greot deal, but [ ean be hind without |
compulsory miltary serviee” we fogr
be betrayed a seceel hostillty 1o the |
proposil.  Moreover, Mr. Wirsox dls- |
minsnd 1he demsnd for ,-l'v_.'mn'ulllunal
rather cavulieriy, in faet with rllp»l
pancy, when Representallve GAaRbxen
urged 10 in m speocly bn Congress Later
publle oplulon compelled Mr. Wirson

to do something, and e advocated

a Contluentnl  Army in sporehes In

the West, only to turn bis back upon

the plan on his return to Washington,

break faith with Becretary GARRBISON,
and glve his support to Chalrman
Hay, who was pulling wires to bring
about the federalization of the Na-
tlonal Guard, Mr. Wisox's sudden
converslon had an unpleasant odor of
palities,

Therefore we should advise the ad-
vocrles of compulsory military train-
ing not to attach foo moch importance
to the President’s professlon of I1h-
terest In thelr cnuse. A study of the
remarks Mr. Wisox made to the
Muryland delegatlon on  Thursday
would disclose no enthusiasm for prac-
tien!  preparedness.

Putting Teeth In Safely First.

Elght women and four men lost
thele lives In a fire at 288 North Sixth
street, Brooklyn, on November 0, 1015,

lund in the investigntion which fol

lowed It was digclosed that the stat-

* utes enncted to protect factory opern-

tives from such perils had been vio-
Inted. Basuven Bamkix, an occopant
of the bullding, has now been sen-
tenced (o two and a half years in the
State prison for culpalable negli-
gonee in the ease.  Hig are the first
eonvictlon and sentence under the
siatute. *
New York has an excellent code for

{ the safeguarding of the lives of work-

ers. It has been found difficnlt fo
enforce Its provisions. Employers
and employees nlike have violnted its
terms, dsregnrding such occurrences
as the Triangle fire nnd numerous
others which differed from ‘it only In
that thelr toll of llves was not so great,
It has been easy and popular to de-
nounce the owners for sordidness in
exposing thelr operatives (o unneces-
sary dangers, but It should be re-
membered that the workers them-
selves have proved reckless and diffi-
cult to manage, Bankix's conviction
and sentence will impress on employ-
ers the fact that the law carries pen-
altles for offenders, Where the prob-
ability of a fatal blaze hns not moved
them to compliance with Its require-
ments the possibility of a stay in Sing
Sing may be effective.

So fur as the employees are con-
cerned thelr bosses have u slmple
method of enforcing good behavior.
The dismizsal of recalcitrant workers
wili soon bring discipline into the
shops; and obedience to the law will
herenfter mean something to the men
ut the head. We belleve that the
sentence pronounced on Barxix will
do more to Insure safety in factories
than the Inspectlons of all the offl-
clals whose names are on the city pay-
roll could accomplish,

Are the Ceniral Powers Nearing the
End of thelr Resources?

In the “Ordeal of Battle" Mr. Ou1-
vER speaks of three perlods of war:
the onset, when success depends upon
swiftness of action; the grip, when
trained numbers may win: and the
“drng of war,” swhen victory should
go to the side with the deepest purse.
Mr, Joux B. . Kersuaw In an article
in the Juvuary Fortuightly Review
maintaing that the great war Is now
in the third perlod, He deals with the
economle aspects of the confiict, and
ns the Enfente Allles are In control o
the sea’and hitherto have been able
to Import all the food nnd raw ma-
terials they actually needed, In splte
of inroads made by submarine wa:-
fare upon thelr mercantlle marine,
Mr. Kemsgaw devotes most of his
space to the Central Powers, which
are operating on Interlor lines econom-
ically as well as militarily.

The wish, of course, is father to the
thonght when this English statlsticlan
says that “even If the German nation
could renlize the whole of thelr In-
vestments at bome and sbroad at the
prices ruling before the outbreak of
war, thelr financiul abllity to con-
tinue the struggle beyond a three-
vedrs limit might be doubted.” But
this financlal abliity, whatever it may
be ufter two nnd n half years of war,
cun add but Mttle to the resources in
food produced in the territories be-
longing to and occupled by Germany
and her allles, and as to raw ma-
terlals used In the making of mu-
nitions and of other wur equipment
the cnse seems Lo be worse,

As to Germany herself there 18 a
slgniflcunt statement made In o pub-
liention of the Imperinl Statisticul Of-
fiee In 1012, as follows: “Upon an
agrienlturnl area which has In size
remnined practieally unchanged, Ger-
man agriculture has eondeavored to
supply & population, increasing in
pumbers nnd wealth, with food In ac-
cordance with the Increased demand,
with the result that food Is Imported
In Inerensing anantities for the upkeep
of the population.,” Aeccording to the
1ast report on the trade of Germany
preparved before the war by Sir Frax-
c1s Oreesnueismer, the Britlsh com-
merelal attaché in Berlin, the net im-
ports of vegetable foods and foodstufls
fn 1012 had n value of L£102,425,000
anid that of the animal foods and
foodstufls wag £48,750,000, the total
being £1561,175,000,  “This represents,”
soys Mr. Kensuaw, “un increase of
£41,000,000 or nearly 37 per cont, ad-
vanee on the 1006-1910 nvernge.” Here
are the Imports of slx leading raw ma-
terinls in 1012: cotton, raw nnd waste,
£07.012,000; hides and skins, £181383,-
000; wool, raw, £17805000; timber
and bullding mnterials, £10.774,350;
copper, raw and serap, £16,085,7060;
fron ore, £10,00503.250; total, £106,000.-
000, or 20 per cent, of the value of the
totnl Imports, Next in importance
wore silk, saltpetre und rubber, with
o total of £27,000,000, or § per cent, of
the total import trade ; while olls, Jute
anl tin, another group, were valued
ut £12,000,000,

All these raw materinls are essen-
tinl to the manufucture of war muni-
tions and equipment, and unless (Gor-
many ean supply them in equal or
grenpter quantities from her own ter-
rivi\y anml from provinces occupled
she 18 falling steadily bebind, for her

need In the great war Is urgent and
constant. Mr. Keassaw, It should be
noted, speaks of these Imports as net
“after deducting the exports.”

It is admitted that Austrin-Hun-
gury “is lesa dependent upon outside
sources,” 1In 1012 her net Imports of
food wmounted In value to only
£3,040,000, She could have been self-
supporting In time of pence, In 1912
Austrin-Hungary's limports of wool,
conl and coke, copper, hides and
leather, iron and steel and cotton were
valued at £20,786,000. or 14 per cent.
of the totnl. Turkey, already an
economle burden, Is dismissed with
scant notlee, becnuse the Balkan wars
almost finished her. As to her crop
potentinlities Mr, Kensuaw observes |
that “it may be doubted whether the
resources of Turkey In Asla can be
exploited in time to have any effect
upon the lssues of the present war,"”
Bulgarin was an exporter of food
products in 1012, but thelr value was
only £4.258,000, As this Is Bulgarin's
third war In n brief period, ngricnl-
ture Is neglected. She probably lins
only a small surplus of food for her
allles at the best

Mr. Kersitaw estimates that Bel-
glum can contribute foodstuffs worth
£10000,000 to  the German need,
Poland  £15,000,000 and captured
French territory £3,000,000, desolnted
Serbla hardly anything. He asserts
that Germany faces o deficlency,
stated in pounds sterling, of £100,-
000,000, The outlook for supplying
the deficlency In essentinl raw mn-
terials, except Iron ore, coal and oil
(from Gallcln) he regurds as hope-
less, Every month of war, he affirms,
will bring the Central Powers nearer
“the catastrophe that awaits them."
However, there remains the chanee of
an irresistible offensive in the West,
and It is sald that preparations for it
are now being made.

The Evil Spirit In the Fllm.

Wiriam A, Brapy, who I8 alwuys
Interesting when he discusses the
stage or the screen, Is not sanguine
about the immedinte money future of
the motion plctures. He tells the
legislative committee that some day
all will be well with the unspoken
dramn, but just now its expansion
{8 Iin a “disastrous direction.” He
thinks there has been “an overpro-
duction of plctures.” We should sug-
gest the Insertion of the word “bad"
before the word “pictures.” The in-
dustry itself has advanced in the par-
ticulars of larger and finer theatres
and more perfect technical results.
Some producers have gone forwurd
in the matter of splendid staging, us
ing the outdoors to thelir best advan-
tage and to the great plensure of the
spectators, They have presented to
the eye the vastnesses that were bhe.
yond the grasp of the stage.

But what of the dramatic In the
movies? It has not gone forward and
it has gone back. The greed of cer
taln manogers nnd the grossness or
stupidity of their producers has re-
sulted In throwing upon the sereens
a fiyblown mess of kinetoscoped rot.
There seems to be a fever among
these managing spirits to make the
movies nosty even when It is not nec
essary for financial success, and when
the materinl at hand could be woven
into something pleasing to the specti-
tor and profitnble to the producer,
Why, otherwise, should the talents of
nn actor lke JounN Masox be em-
ployed to film a procession of sedue-
tlons? Why, otherwise, should a plot
by Juiks Verse, already o scenurlo
of clenn, exciting adventure, be so
distorted ns to include, utterly for
the sake of Indecency, two nltempls
at rape? There must be herolnes in
every screen drama, we suppose, o

to Its people his theory of the equal-
ity between great nations and small,

Just as wo suspected; the leak came
from a pool,

The attitude of college studenta Lo-
ward universal milltary tralning Is not
1o be correctly estimated from the re-
porta of those young gentiemen who
cut classes In order to go before com-
mittees and declare themselves, These
youngsters are representative only of
the playful spirit of the campus; they
are pranksters and junketeers. At Yale,
of the students who took the trouble
to vote on the maiter, 1,101 were for
and 288 were against training. At
Princeton the vote waa 603 to #2. The
negative balloting 1a large enough to
prove the vole a genuine expression of
opinion, and the ratio, five ayes to one
no at I'rinceton and four to one At
Yale, is {ndicative of a pretty healthy
state of mind among the collegians,

Bwagger sticks will be popular at Palin
Bouch.—Fashion note.

Who dares to belleve now that mill-
tary preparedness has not the unques-
tioning support of the American peo-
ple? I

It ia not Mkely that the Armenian

question will bother Mr. WiLson's
peace league to any great extent. The
number of Armenians surviving at the
end of the war will be so Inconalder-
able us to remove thelr troubles from
the fleld of justiciable questions.

When the pork billa coms up in the
Henate that body can do no better than
to adopt the motto of the Verdun de-
fenders: "They shall not pass.”

The duylight savers are about to hold !

n conventlon hers just as the days are
lengthening. Why could they not have
come to the rescue last September 217

A cruclal question is whether what
President WiLson calls “the organized
major force of mankind” would al-
ways be absolutely just in (ts treat-
ment of the organized, or disorgan-
ized, minor force of mankind.

The Administration's activities In
Mexico have fed to ons peace without
victory after another—and the final
result is chaos.

Presldent WiLsox reiterates his de-
votion to the National Guard despite
the fact that the organization is neither
national nor a guard.

And now, in furthering "the lberty
of natlonal evolution,” the Germans
are deporting Berbs into glavery. IU's
too bad that Humanity's only volco
prefers gencralities to detalls,

Germany may consent to peace with-
out victory since her victory without
peace seems somewhat unsatisfactory.

TRANSIT CALORIES.

A Conslderation of Heated Units In
New York Transportation.

To yYi® Epitor or Tus Bux—48ir: The
street rallway companies of this town
get their full share, pnd sometimes more
than thelr share, of popular and official
eriticlam, with kind words few and far
hetween. It seems no more than com-
mon justice, therefore, to make public
note of the fact that these corporations,
during even the bitterest days of this
winter and for many winters past, have
without any ofcial suggestion or coum-
pulsion and without self-pdvertisement
been serving the public convenlence and
health, at considerable expense to them-
selves, Ly keeplng the teamperature of
their ocars, surface, elevated and sub-
way. at a comfortably high level. The
Brooklyn Hapld Transit Company ap-
pears this season to have abandoned the
part of public benefactor in this respect,

to judge from the Tharge made against |

certaln of Its ofMiclals summoned 1o &
Brooklyn police court the other day;
but it would appear that that company’s
alleged sin of omission s not to be
classed ow an offence agalnst the law,
There has been in force for the last

seven years, it Is true, a regulation of '

the Publie Bervice Commission for this
district which Is posted in many of the
cars, requiring the companies to have
their "clowed cars in service for the
transportation of passengers between
the 15th day of October and the 15th
diuy of April In each year" equipped

supply that “heart interest" aboug
which the managers so glibly talk, |
but Is it quite necessary that mm-i
shall be the subjects of hideous at-'
tack? Not that all the motion pic-!
ture dramns are Infected with dis-|
enses of the erotie Imngination, There
are plenty of clean pleture plays,
quite enough to prove that all ean
and should bhe clean.

There Is no money In the business
now, Mr. Beaoy eays, There should
be money tn it. There will be plenty
in it for the manugers who learn that
the publie Is hungry for more films |
of the clean earth and the clean peo-
ple thereof, for the white magle that
awalls the wand of a gifted man-
nger's vislon ; for the drama that gives
the spectator credit for common In-
telllgence, normual Imagination and a
decent mind.

“What You Don't Know Won't
f Hurt You,"

Do a majority of Americans realize
that it hes already come to a point
where the Government bullding at
Hazard, Kentucky: at Attalla, Ala-
hama; at Neck o' Woods, Georgllina,
Ik welghing in the scale ngalnst the
defence of such cities ns  Boston,
New York, Philadelphla, Washington,
Baltimore, Norfolk, Charleston, New
Orleans, Sun Franciseo, Seattle?

Do the mass of Americans reallze
that the SBouthern Congressmen care
nothing for const defences anid every-
thing for dredging the erick?

Do the Amerlean people realize that
the hog killing nnd barbecue in Wash-
ington 1s to be pald for as an item of
“natlonal defence”? That revenue o
meet the feasters' bill I8 to be Inbelled
as providing “for incréases In the
army and nuvy of the United States"?
That because the Treasury is short
last year's defensive programme may
bhe thrown overboard ?

If the American people reallze these
things they cun stop them, 1If they
don't realize them, then It doesn't
particularly matter whether they are
stopped or not.

At any moment a deputation from
Vera Crus is likely to invite President
Wison to visit that city and expound

with “suitable apparatus for heating by
electricity,” and directing them to mains
taln in all such cars, "whenever the

oulslde temperature is less than forty |

degreesa (Fahrenheit)” a teamperaturo of
“not less than forty nor more than sixty-
five degreas above zero,”" unlces pre-
vented by clreumstances beyond thelr
control. ‘This regulation the compatles
have conslstently obeyed, except for the
Interboreough’s fallure to malntain “suit-
able appuratus for heating by electricity”
in Ita horse drawn closed oars “in ser-
viee for the transportation of pussen-
gers,” the few remalning cars of which
type may still be seen making their

| rlckety way under the Munlcipal Builld- |
and August |
the temperature W the closed oars which |

Ing. Somaetimes (n  July
may be run on the wvarlous lines does
mount well above the prescribed maxi-
mum of sixtyv-five degrees, but the com-
panies belleve themuelves warranted in
presenting the excums that these Infrac-
tlons of the rule are not *“due to any
negligence on its (thelr) part.”

Why the Publlc Bervice Commission
in Ita wisdom should In framing Its
heating rule have transpored the names
of the months April and Octover It is
hard for the mun In the street car to
guess, Certainly the perind hetween
“the 10th day of Oclober and the 10hth
day of April in each year” must be the
period beginning on April 156 and end-
ing on October 15, If, as the calendar
Instructs us, each year begins on Junu-
ary 1 and ends on Decembeor 11,

NEw Youk, Januvary 20, H. B C

WOMEN WHO LOAF.

Agonlzed COry of a Druggist Whose
Store Is » Hangonl.

To ik Evitor oF THE BUN—8ir: Bone
reader of THE BUN mMay BUgFEest somoe
gort of employment for women who
loaf about drug siores, In the course
of a talk 1 had with & druggist recently
he said:

“1 wonder why so many women pick
out a pharmacy te prowl mbout in?
Every day, S8unday included, they drift
In here, lean on the show cases, paw
over stock, atrut yp and down, and when
& clerk finishes 'with a real customer
and rushes over to see what In wanted,
milady greets him with a frown
I'm just waltlng,’ she says, Next, a
clerk comes out from the cubbyhole
where they mix medicine. He spots the
dgame and approaches. No, she does not
want anything.

YEight or nine overdressed women
sirut up and down the store keep'ng
most of the clerks on tenterhooks wll
the time. And ghere in not ten cents
worth of business In the whole bunch,”

New Yonk, January 26, Mac.

*No, |

[ TAXING PROFITS.

|(lm|. Injustice to Partnerships as
‘ Agalnst Corporptions.

| To Tum Evitor oF TR BUN—§ir: Mr.

Kitehin, chalromn of the Houss Ways
and Means Committes, has atated that:
“It Is proposed to tax profits of cor-
porations and partnerships when such
profits are In excess of § par cent of
the capital Invested.” 1 will say noth-
Ing of the generial objection to such n
tux, but wish to point out the great in-
 Justice and hardship of coupling “part-
nerships” with "corporations” In levy-
Ing this tax.
| A corporatien has officers, president,
necretary, treasurer, &c., all of whom
. mAay recelve very large salariss, which
"are Included In the expenses to be de-
ducted In calculating the profits, It can
ennlly be understood that these salaries
and simllar expenses may be so great
that the profits of the corporation will
not exceed § per cent, on the capital, in
which case they will be subject to no
tax.
| A partnership is another matter.
Two or more persons compose It, and
|dn business with some success on &
limited capital, The money they earn
is due to a very large extent to the per-
sonal service they render and not to
the captital employed. In the case of
the corporation the officers who per-
form this mervice recelve salaries, which
will be deducted as stated above. But
in the partnership mo such deduction
can be made because the compensation
of each partner is a share of the profits
und not a salary. This shows how much
greater hardship such A tax would be
to the partnership than to the corpora-
tion,

Suppose a corporation with $100,000
capital makes n gross profit of 30 per
cent., or 920,000, but the oMcers’ sala-
ries amount to $20,000. There Is no
profit on the capltal, as [t has all gone
in salarfes and there Is nothing to tax.
HBuppose a partnership has a caplital of
| $100,000, and makes u gross profit of
20 per cent., or $20,000. An allowance
of 8 per cent, on the §100,000 will be
made and $12,000 will be taxed. A
mtill greater hardship would be inflicted
in the case of a partnership with a
{very small oapital, where the entire
profit results from the most laborious
pernonal effort of the partners. Sup-
pose a corner grocery conducted by
two had workers, who are on the job
from 4 o'clock A. M. to 10 o'clock P. M.
They have a capitel of §5,000 and make
$3.500 each, a total of §7.000. They
| would be taxed on (he excess over

§ per cent. on $6,000, or on §6,600,
iwhiln the big torporation with a 320,000
| president, taking life easy and living
{in luxury, would escape all tax,
| Thers are many partnerships nlso
]condnetlnx business on borrowed capl-
tal, where the hardship would be still
greater., An exemption of 35,000 capl-
tal in additlon to § per cent. on capital
would not in very many cAses remove
the discrimiration aguinst partner-
| ships. Aguin, why should a “partner-
' ship"” be taxed when a similar business
! next door carried on by a wingle pro-
| prietor is not taxed?

i The principle of taxing business men,
if a penalty must be imposed for suc-
ceds, on profita In excess of § per cent.
on capital is entirely wrong. If such
# tax must be imposed it should be on
net profits on sales, say, In excess of
| 10 per cent. of puch sales, H E D

| New Yoax, January 23,

|
]

WHO SHALL PAY?

. Perhaps the Exposed Castomers Will
' Make Up s Purse.

To T1k Epiron oF Tie SuN—Sir: Have
the expert accountants of the Congres-
.'nlumu leak commlittes determined tha
| cumpensation to be paid te the clerks of
| stock exchange houses who will be com-
| pelled to complle the informution the
| committes desirea”

As one of them I think T speak thelr
collective opinion of this burden that has
been so thoughtfully placed on thelr
shoulders, For the past two years we
have labored frequently am many as
twenty hours a day, The average was
probably twalve hours, and to thia should

| which habit coerces the will,

‘and now he got on better.

be added many Bundays and holidays. |
At the present time a reapite hus come
to us in the lessened volume of business |
being transacted on the exchange,
hope for a rest to compensate and recu-
perate for the excessive energy expended |
seomed Imminent, but instend we face|
this enormous volume of extra work I

without hope of reward er compensation
:in any way.
To whom are wa to look for help?
| tha President of Humanity”?  HBrery
New York, January 26, ]

To |

Q. E. NON D.

| Comeupins-Comenppance, Bat How |
! About the Word “Druthers’?

To e Epror or Tiun Svx—Sir: Mr.
David A. Curtls Q. ¥ D.s very well on |
the problem of “comeupins™ and “come- |
uppance,” but the probabllity is that nol
one ever intended any difference of means |
ing and that the “ance’' ending Is the |
result of careful colning by the New !
IP:nt'land refiners. 1 have heard “come- |
uping” In the Bouth among both whites |
and negroes, always expressing the tul- |
filment of & perfectly propeér veéngeancs,
! which agrees with the understanding of

| heard the same sounding of the word
in other parts of the country, but “down |
BEast" and up the IHudson folk gener-|
lally get it “comeuppance,”
'way It certainly makes & very
ipinco of speech,

There is another odd plece of lingo
!v.hlch 1 have never seen threshed out,
and that is “druthers.” 1 heard it first

in:
|

good |

It you could have your druthers
What'd you ruther have?

|
1
i How about 1t? Is It rare or common?

W.E B8
Passato, N. J., January 26,

FPins and Pance,

1 To tur Eptron o THE BUN—4§ir

| Comeuppance met Comsuping

| On an editorial page: .
YComeupine,' sald Comeuppance, |

| “I'm In & bloody rege—

| *Twas calm beneath the dalsles
Where wa reposed-—was two

| And now, becauss the editors

| Have nothing #las to do,

| “Wa're yanked into the limelight
While agtd men do stars
And ery, '‘By gum, we knaw ‘em

In childhood. we deciare!’
]

1 “And even old man Greenlaw
Munt eke relieve hia mind;
And so admita that wa are stralght,

! But not two of a kind|"*

YComeupline,’” orled Comeuppance,
“Our woen have just hegun,

With ‘Constant Readsr' In ressrva
U'm leary of Tuw Sux!"

“Comsuppanes,” sald Comeupine,
Our sorrows we'll assusge;
Let's drink & famous Ramos flex
And vanlsh from tha stage!"

New Yonx, January 20. O F 8

THIRTY.

John Vare was 30, and he turned
again to that moving chapter in whick
Willlam James speaks of the power of
the will to fix habit and the way In
1n youth
i Is the will that determines n man's
habits, but by 80, If he read James
aright, the habit generally masters the

L wil,

John Vare knew that his youth was
Iver.
He looked forward with a restrained
anticipation to old age, when he might
revert, he hoped, to some of the irre-
sponsible joyousness of boyhood. In
the meantime—

In the meantime he must do every-
thing for which life had been given
him. He was 30; such power of will
as he had would not be greatly en-
hanced In the vears to coms. Buch
habits na he had would not guffer many
mutations, If he had not lald a sure
foundition it was too late to repalr the
error now. He must bulld as well a=
ho could on the courses laid,

His mind wandered back to the days
in high school when he had worked at
great tenslon to keep at the head of a
rather brilllant class. This had caused
a breakdown. Sent away to a boarding
school, he took a long time to get his
bearings. But in his last year there
he had been near the top In s
studies,

He had not matured as rapldly as
he had progressed. College, with Its
unwonted freedoms, its utter lack of
emphnsis on the things he excelled in,
marked a reaction, He made few
friends and found himself outside the
main current of college life. Running
wild, he voluntarily ended his college
time In the middle of the four year
term. Work for a wage claimed him,
A critical
{liness put a period to this stage. After
he recovered he went West, working
at his trade and getting new perspec-
tives on the things outside it. And
then by some direction within him (did
it really come from within him? he
wondered) he threw up everything and
entered a business combining peril,
physical hardship and contact with
everything his life had shielded him
from,

This was the business of them who
go down to the sea in ships, Enduring
its trinls with what fortitude he could
summon, John Vare was overwhelmed
by the conviction that here he had
touched the bedrock of existence, Here
was A stratum of life so deep, so hard
that none could drill decper; here wis
an experience to serve forever after as
a touchstone by which to test the
worth of all that might befall him, and
he felt that by comparison with what
he was now confronting anything else
would he sweet,

He returned home to find his father
dying.

For days John Vare could not find
himself alone without reproaches. IL
he had only known. If his unchecked
imagination had only been exercised on
things here at home. When all was
over and he had gone back to work he
had before him a vislon as magnificent
as any vouchsafed to man. It was the
vision of his father—silent, anxious, in
pain—gripping the arms of the chalr
as he sat him down before his desk
and compelled himself to do the day's
work. His father had not known where
he was; In the clutch of a mortal slck-
ness might not the parent have
doubted his son? But there had been
no doubt; there had been only a shade
of disappointment and deepening anx-
ety as the days slipped by without any
word, as the pain grew sharper, as the
time on carth grew less,

Thank God, he had not been too late |

at the last! thought John Vare.

And that had been nearly ten years
ago, and now he was 30. He lfted his
head in the firelight of the comfort-
able home, ‘There was his mother.
reading. There was his wife, sewing
Upstalrs wera his children—the grand-
children. For there wis some one elye
present too. John Vare could almost
wee him sitting In & vacant chalr by
the fireside, and the boundless love and
affection that he had never Kknown
how to display welled up in hls heart
nnd communicated jtself to the dead,

WHERE DICKENS STAYED.

Mansion House, Bellevilie.

To T™ME Eprror oF THE SUN—Sir: The
editorial paragraph in Tue S8ux of Tues.
duy referring to the burning of the old

the stopgping places of Charles Dickens

| on hie American tour of which he mndu]}u.uw aof this proposition.

particular mention In his "American
Notes,” recalls momorles, and wimong

ence of Anna X, Dickinson, as related in

her book A Ragged Reglster.” reminis- |

cent chronicles of & lecture tour throush
the West, Miss Dickinson, on her way
to lecture In 8t, Louls, had to stop one

laugh over”

houses and lands and people were sights,
Nobody but Dickens could do Justice 1o
them, He once did so, Belleville is a place
marked in his 'Notes.” He came to i on
4 big hunt, and they still show the bit
of an inn at which he stopped, and are
full of stories of him. My driver was

| the son of the old hotel keeper—koeper |
| of the hotel now himself, & yellow halred, |
| most of your correspondents, and [ have | long legged guwk, who nirrated with |

pride how he blacked Dickens's boots,
and how he—Dlekens—'wernt on n glorl-
ous bust Ha aln't nownys related to

and elther | you, be he? *No/' eald I, pomewhut won- |

dering, the mystery belng somewhat elu-

cidated by {he query, 'l auy, Minsus Dick-

ens, where shell 1 hey your trunk checked
on toT ‘The hotel had been bullt on the
old one—the old one now degraded to a
hen house—this most comical place, with
deep window seats, and n Mdiculous three

|'.-nrm:red cuphoard and & door set into

the room opposite the cupboard, also
three cornered, and furniture that had
apparently descended from the Ark
Pverything waa scrupulously clean, an
unheard of luxury through the lust half
week."

AMiss Dickingon ways sha axpectad to
have at leas=t & nlght's sleen, but, al-
though (t was midwinter, the night was
sultry an August, and durlog the night

Ia terrifie storm of thunder and light-

ning and tempest broke over the prairie
and the quaint inn was rocked ominously
in the Herce assaults of the gale, "u

wird, as my landlord reinarked in the |
‘was enough to blow the |

morning, that
dead out o' thelr grnvu,:_‘
GosneN, January 26,

Eo Morr,

Ta Tk Eoron o THR Sox-—SNirs 1t
seormn sirangs that s soldler should re-
esive mich & beautiful Iatler of commendn
ttan for resenting an inault to the Nag from
his superiors as Quartermanter Lukslch got
the other day. 1 whould lmagine that they
would bave risked & rebuke from our
commander of the forces,

Would not thes recrulting afMicer have been
right If he had sald, “"We are too proud
to Nght' clenned the fMag and raleed It
aAgnin to its proper place? )
M. J. Fiscukn,
Naw Yosw, January 24,

1t had been n pleasant time.'

AN INTERPRETATION OF MR. WILSON's
“PEACE WITHOUT VICTORY. "’

The President's Purposes Must Be Considered With Careful Separutioy of
Tdealisiie Statement and Practical, Immediato Effeet.

Prenident Wilson's foreign polloy, In
certaln respects, has been conducted In
A mAanner to create such an Intense feel-
Ing of chagrin and apprehension that
there s a disposition, not without some
excuse, to belittle all his uttérances
upon the subject and to doubt thelr sin-
cerily. This Is unfortunate; for what-
ever may be sald as to the spirit in
which Mr, Wilson's speech to the SHen-
ate on January 2% may be understood
and recelved by the peoples at war, and
whatever may be the effects to flow
therefrom, It must be recognized nsethe
expression in bold form of the prinel-
ples that should govern the brotherhood
of man In mtionalistic aspect, Unless
we submit pansively to the ldea that the
passions, the greed or the necessities of
man will render wars . inevituble, and
henece that efforts to avert them will
be futlle until the minds of all men are
Just mnd the hearts of ull men are pure,
the proposals made by the President
must not be walved, set nside as without
practical value, They are based, I sub-
mit, upon the only foundation upon
which permanent peace can reasonably
be assured as belween thome natiops
thint come within the classification of
clvilized,

Putting aslide the theory that in the
Inst analysls the remote but certain,
even though unconsclous, origin of all
great wars Is the struggle for existence
which obeys natural laws and recog-
niges no sentiment whatsoever, the only
hope of securing n lasting peace |s to
remove, as far as posslble, the visible
causes that lead to war. Raclal antip-
athies, religious antagonism, the desire
for revenge for past spollation, as well
ns the lust for congquest, are AmMong
these causes, ‘Terms Imposed upon =
beaten foo which leave these springm of
human aotion still a living, vital and
growing force will never serve to se-
cure a future peace, however much they
may aoccomplish In the way of present
satisfaction to the wvictor, It Is idle
for one to =ay that he fights for a
moral lssue who creates a' new moral
issue by imposition of burdens and
penalties upon the vangulshed that go
beyond the actual requirements of an
extirpation of the immediate evil that
Inspired confilet, By his phrase "“a
peace without vietory” Mr, Wilson en-
deavored to define his meaning. Here,
again, he leaves room for smome doubt,
but we may hope thut he does not In-
tend to suggest the idea of & peace
which will not igvolve the righting of
wrongs that havd been committed, and
the restoration of territories Invaded,
but rather that he warns against the
commisslon of new wrongs by a victor's
oppression whiah In themselves would
form the seeds for fulure wars

How can fault be found with the gen-
eral scheme proposed by Mr. Wilson
for the future maintenance of peace on
earth when it appears io rest entirely
upon the elimination of the usual and
known causes of war” What proposl-
tion of his im thers that is not in accord
with the highest dictates of humanity,
yes, and of political wisdgm, and that
wa have not ourselves already striven
to establish, and to some extent, in so
far mm our own affilrs are concerned,
have not already established? Let them
ba stated In the order in which they ars
presented, and in the most elementary
form:

ia) Equality of vights: political, eco-
pomic and natural, This iz at the very
basis of our democracy.

ih) Governments shall derive their
just powers from the consent of the
governed. This is the essence of our
politieal siructure

(¢) The guarantee of security of [ife,

of worship nnd of Industrinl and social
development to be accorded 1o all peoples
who live under the domination of Gov-
ernments devoted to n different religious
faith and purpose. To the accomplish-
ment of this énd we have given emphatic
futterances to our abhoerrence of the von-
;'tllllunu imposed upon the Jews in Russia,
the Armeninns in Turkey and the Poles

and n | Anna E. Dickinson’s Memories of the |in thelr dismembered country.

(d) A direct outlet to the great high-
ways of the sea by actua] gontact with
the seu or by a guarautesd vight of way.
112, we we have always maintained, the
seax should be free to all, and If we be-

which will require weeks to complete | Mansion House at Belleville, 111, one of | jjeve in the dovtrine of equallty of rights

{in the world, no one can galnsay the
When any
| nation or group of nations, through the
| exercise of power, excludes any other

"them s the amusing one in the experi- | nption or group of nations fiom socess

to the gen or otiler avenues of open com-
merce no such thing ag peuace can be
Lnssured. 1t ds inevitable that u virlle

| people 1o whom the right of free up-

' pronch to other peoples is forbidden or

| ight at Belleville, a stop whe “had to controlled should seek in the course of
! Balleville, she recalls, s
brt thirty miles from #t. Louls, yet the thelr way out Into the open #o that they |punighmom

time to brealt thelr fetters and force
|nmy buy and sell, on equal chance al
least, to supply thelr own needs and in

| The Ship's Cook Tells of Doctoring
With Mutton Suet and Rosin.

To THE Eoiton oF Tk Srx—8ir: |
| read with very much Interest the article
ju.lmul the ambringe of ' Harthe de
| Bandfort.

I am not at all doctor or nurss, but
simply & chef cook, T 1870 1 wus chef
!nl\ i steamship between Montevideo and

Huenos Avres and Halto Opienty Ui
"duy of high sen, making quick turn
from the 1able to the oven 1o take out
roasting chickens, my foot slipped and

1 struck the edge of the range with |
| wuch foree that It cut & Hlg gush weross
the tibila. Belng young then | did not |
!]m}- any attention to i, aml unfortu-
|nn.'tnl3.- mimost every day 1L hinppened
“imy wound was struck aguin
| The head carpenter of the ship, see-
|ing me occupled fo dress it told e
remed He sgald: “"Take a small, elean
vessel, put over a sjow fire, put in some
mutton kidney suet When melted strain
‘IT. add half as el rosin and  stie

Take off fire, and when cold add sparit
of turpentine.  Apply to wound, bf smoll
quantities at first, 8o an not Lo close e
fwound.” With this treatment my wound
hepled completely and very guickly.

Dr. Sandfort used wax, while I dld usa
mutton suet. The rosin is the same, but
lie does mol meniion turpentine.

The most recent dimoveries weres of

| common use by our ﬁ'l‘('nl—sre-.u-grnnd-I

| fathers, wod the sclence never pald aoy
attention to them Tor the simpla reason
that they could not be found in the
ocodex or were only used by [gnorant
peasatits, &o. Lot 8, Nouve

| Hre, January 20,

Missourl Still Hemembers Her Heroes,

. From the Mayaville [Milof,

A coupie of town boys broke a pane of
glass In the post ofce ana night laet wenk,
Postmaster Weldon thought the James

boys were rushing the place.

| GALEN IN THE GALLEY.

order to malntain thelr nat

Al Bk
ence.

(®) Freedom of the wens, 1n |y true
but genernl meaning s TIPS the

right of neutrals to carty on (T
otean commerce unhindered by jutjon,
nt war,  Controveray on ths Mty
has rested upon different viewe of he
right of meutenln' In suol (4
fected by the assumed pight of
ligerents. Unless superior for
the Arbiter these relative
be determined by ngreems
upon the recognition of th
exclusive property op
single people on sarth, bhut of 4
We have long asserted thls
have perdistently endeavored . .
npproprinte agreements 10 vocognig),.
of It

(1) Ldmitation of nrmaments whasesh
they shall be made o power for grge.
merely and not an Instrament of Ag
greesion or of selfish vinlence T,
proposition assumes the vrentiog of
concert of Powers whose respoctive
military forcex shall e avalluble (s
combination for the purpos: onl o
“pregerving the peace.”

(k) Abstention from slllances wy
would be provocutive of w competity
for power; and (h) each nntlon “4n e
left free to determine s own polle
Its own way of development, undiindersd
unthreatened, unafrald, the e alone
with the great In power,'
doubted that If these two propositiors
wure adopted and an adherence ilsren
wias controlled by a federation for tha
avoldance o® wir armed conflicty b
tween natlons would cease? Althoyg
hardly & safe (llustration, for reasons
that aro obvious, it 1s falr to paine ¢
our own syatem, whereln many (nds.
' pandent Governments having certaln
| dependent powera Hve together harms
niously and prosper under like res: .
tions and like freodom.

The declaration of Mr. Wilson mys
inevitably have a bensflclal and n
portant influence that will make itasi?
felt in any event durlng the period af
reflection that will follow the war, it not
now. It marks a step forward in tha
development of the {dea that the condi
of nations, like Individuals, should I«
measured by the highest moral luw |
I doubtful, however, §f t will swere
the European belligerents from thel
courso as at present contemploted. Ma:
kind, unfortunately, has not shown [tael*
rendy to live under the protection o
“the goldan rule" nor to govern ltself b
ita principles. No man or group of me
smarting under grievinces howeves jun
enduring the agonies of personnl Joss
through denth and destruction of prog
erty, whose souls are Nlled with the pw
pose of inflicting punishment howey
merited, can be expected to rodue il
fever which influences thelr vision whls
the poison is still In the velns . nor u
they who have suffered thus throu
breach of falth and the thirst for powe
of their foe visualize a peaceful future
based upon thut foe's good fWth ¢
obedlience to the dictates of Just
lond has wgain had demonstrated,
times before, the tecessity of o
fleet In defence of her natlonu exisn
It 1s unthinkable that she shoylil ¢
to abandon that superiority with
substitution of some other form of
| sured protection which will not
|marely upon the good fulth of W
sonably concelvable combinut

" an at
the e
LT ] e

B gm

highwa

Firg
TR
i

her., Whether or not that saf
sult from the sugkested

) Powers I8 o question that can o |
| tarmindd by an expee ! jonee of
conditlons that would us
| Belleving as ugliund d
do, that this & o wupe of

| pared for mnd bBrought whout in f .
jance of & scheme for eventy
power, and has been woaged wit
Hlema disregurd of tho g 1
yhumanity and (o definnee of th

laws of min, It se to Eng

should seem to ua, that the f
which this evil rruft his cune =
destroyed, =0 thut tomay 0 nie
annoy the earth with s prescti
does not mean the destruction of the

| man pation nor the crushing of the Ge
man people 1 a point from W L
cannot ariss and agaln take thelr propd
place in the world It does mean, Bow
ever, that tho evil spirits who havet
|!t‘d the German people shall e exorciied
and cast out from them £ 1hiis Vi e
done through the awahening to thetry
of the German peaple (lemseives
with their cooperation, as masy ne'll
pen, and as Eugland bhepeo fosee
desire 1o effect, so mueh the hotter |
whit surer foundation, before the milis
nlum, vould @ concart of [hokars e
than the awful lessor \

| have been taught thar be
such & curse upon the wory
self be necursed wha
for the wrofiks
commit? MiARLEs B2
I NEW Yonk, Januars
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lfN WINTER'S WHITE CAVE

Snowy the Floor. Stadded With Sae

| the Dark Areh Above
| 7o THE Epimor or T ¢
| brilllint  ahy  diasnond
glittering gloriously a1

| winter's firmamental su
Iy regnant tear the
grand constellation o

in splendor, brighit

flery bencons, Hetelgs

head the many #ta

us from thelr vast

hillla

vales and
a northern worll

i In about a mont!
day will have conw
solemn madnors of
begin,  Janunry
lwe gaze upo;
wround u UV
which go shori

and fragrant,

'lu ourselves

An old year di=

Rmiake,
On fied and f
LLILEN
Bome sero last leaf
onk
Anit wilr
LI R |

G
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The Stuges of Hirrigan and Hark

oy Burrogor Ty
CTlurrigan and  Dhart
Hart's named Theatie o
Pout they went ta the |
"Theatre, weat of Six
there to Thirty - 0f:h
ay, Jarie s

New Yok
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Tanuury 24

Can it e,



